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Dear Praying Friends,
We are so glad we can send you our ministry update. There are so many
things that we can be grateful for as we look back. We have seen God in
action at people’s lives through Christianity Explored, and in the heart of our
volunteers who work as translators for Lélekfrissítő, our Bible reading notes
for women (see the articles below). We are also very thankful for our newest
team-member, Klári, who works in the office once a week with us. Her skills
and enthusiasm are greatly appreciated! You can find out more about her as
Erzsébet Komlósi
you read on.
SU Hungary
At the same time, these past few months have not been easy for any of us
National Director
on our small staff team, all of us somehow ended up with our own set of
health and family issues to face – so it has been a challenging time, with a lot of struggles on a
personal level!
Talking about our ministry, one issue where we clearly need discernment, is the future of our
English language holiday clubs. The number of our clubs has been slowly declining for the last few
years. This has been such an integral part of our ministry, yet we need to ask the question: is this still
the best way to invest our energies in God’s Kingdom...? We are really excited about the clubs that are
coming up this summer, and it seems that there will always be churches who very much need this kind
of partnership and help in sharing the Gospel with children, so it is not the question whether we should
stop doing these kind of programmes altogether. The question is more of an emphasis-issue. Where is
our main focus? What is clear even now, that churches badly need Bible study and small group
resources. The materials we produce are very well received. But it is not easy to make publishing viable
financially in this day and age – even if you see it as a ministry, which we very much do here, you still
have to pay the bills at the end of each month…! When it comes to gifts, people in general are happier
to give support to poor children to come to our programmes, or the camping programmes themselves
than to support publishing projects! So I am just sharing our dilemma with you. Please pray for
discernment and wisdom, so that we would clearly see what serves best God’s kingdom here and now,
and where our focus should be!
We so much appreciate your prayers – I cannot tell, how much it means to us.
Erzsébet Komlósi
SUMMER PROGRAMME – TIME TRAVELLERS
We need MORE ENGLISH
Based on one of our English
SPEAKING VOLUNTEERS in
volunteers suggestion we
our English children's summer
decided to use the summer
clubs especially for 9-16 July
camp material they created for
and 23–30 July
last summer (with some
Contact: taborok@gmail.com
modifications). The title is TIME
TRAVELLERS!
We greatly expect to see how this theme
would work! The Bible stories focus on the
relationship between Christ and his disciples. As time travellers, we witness
the calling of Mark, the multiplying of bread, the story of Bartimaeus, the
meeting between Maria Magdalene and the risen Lord, the persuasion of
Thomas... Our prayer and hope is that the adventures of our „time travellers”
will help the kids to understand what it means to know the Lord of everything
(including time)!

In Budapest-Budafok
Reformed Church
We tried out this programme for the first time in our church, so
we started the preparations with big hopes and great enthusiasm. I
have selected 9 people to help me run the course. Originally our
intention was to invite people with young families as we though that
younger people would be more open for such an interactive
programme. Well, our assumptions proved to be wrong, as we
ended up with quite a mixed group, representing different
generations.
Among the 40 people gathered, there were singles, couples, family people and retired folks. For some
it was the first step towards our church family, while others had already been members, but had not
belonged to any small group.
The openness of the group was remarkable at the very first meeting already, which was only increasing as time passed. The talks and the “homework” prepared the way for really good and honest group
discussions.
We created mixed groups agewise, and every group was led by one of the pastors of our church. We
(the pastors) changed groups each week, but the groups themselves stayed the same. We felt the
groups benefited from the different leadership styles as each pastor added something unique to the
discussions.
I did the talks and it was a special experience for me. I used the book clear and easily understandable
talk outlines, and we were able to explore the saving work of Jesus Christ together in depth.
In the course curriculum there is day out which we had after week 7. We enjoyed a great trip to the
belvedere of Sas-Hill in Buda, where we had a wonderful meeting.
During the programme we assisted the birth of a new small-group, which has been meeting regularly
for Bible reading and open discussion ever since. We are not unique in any way, but very enthusiastic,
because we have experienced the miracle of new life being born through God’s Word and prayer.
I recommend this programme from my whole heart to any church, and encourage them to be brave
enough to try out this new and unorthodox way of evangelism. I am confident, that they will be able to
see their prayers answered, and God’s blessing will be revealed in the community.
Enikő Lakatos—Assistant minister

Christianity Explored in Diósd Reformed Church plant
The Gospel is good news. Yet in my 25 years I often had to face, that my friends,
members of my own generation do not find joy in listening to God’s Word in services or
at Bible studies. To be honest, this happened to me, too: though I was physically
present, I did not profit from them spiritually. I was often distracted and preoccupied
with my own thoughts, which made it hard to concentrate on what was being said. At
other times I felt that the service I was attending was not interactive enough to engage
my thinking.
Well, after Christianity Explored I had no such feelings. It is hard to describe in one word, but they
were like an open and informal Bible study, in a friendly atmosphere. In about 2 months we went through
and discussed the gospel of Mark. The Hungarian name of the course “Kereszt-kérdések (CrossQuestions) says a lot about the concept: by asking questions and studying God’s Word we get closer to
understanding it.
As a Christian I often find it hard to speak about my faith. When the topic comes up, I do not find
myself open enough to explain my side in the debate, or sometimes I find the others too closed. I did not
have this problem during the course. Even when I arrived tired or upset, the meal and the games helped

Christianity Explored
me to relax. I think that this friendly atmosphere is paramount for an open and unhindered discussion.
The second big advantage of the course is the discussion. While at church people usually sit and
listen to the pastor, here everyone had a chance to share his/her thoughts about the passage we read.
We had opportunities to ask questions, share our ideas, and work out the answers together, so they
became our own.
Our two pastors, Károly and István let us draw the logical conclusions from the Bible texts, although
for them these were very well known theological truths. Of course, when we got stuck they helped us to
find the answers.
It was an enriching experience each week. With the help of the personal testimonies, and studying
God’s Word from different viewpoints I grew closer to understanding and accepting it. I always thought
that merely accepting that what the Bible says is true is not enough. The key to faith is in its
understanding. Christianity Explored gives a great basis for that, and it is fun! I hope many others will
have a chance in the future to participate in it.
Tamás Tilly

LÉLEKFRISSÍTŐ
In order to produce our Bible reading guide for women, Lélekfrissítő
(Refreshment for the soul) we need the help of around 20 people – mainly volunteers. Editors, translators, columnists, proof-readers… here are some testimonies:

Our volunteers write:
I encountered Lélekfrissítő in 2012 at our church, when we got a few sample
copies at a women’s retreat. Its name was attractive to me: Refreshment for the soul.
It made me curious. A Bible reading guide for women? Then this is for me, I thought!
The Lord sent it to me.
With a grateful heart I started to read it, and I liked the structure. A Bible passage with notes that
speak to you, words that guide and protect you – this is a gift day by day. It strengthens my faith that
Jesus must stay in the centre. The notes refer to everyday situations. “What do I benefit from this?”,
“To whom I belong?”, “Gifted”, “Shared responsibilities”, “Authentic faith” – just to name a few titles,
that are worth to ponder on in our quiet. Those quiet times bring real and personal refreshment for the
soul.
In the midst of mundane tasks the refreshment of their souls is very important for women, who are
mothers, wives, carers of their aging parents, colleagues, leaders, and in some cases are in church
ministry. Without the power of the Lord it is impossible to fulfil every role, but if we ask Him for strength,
time, wisdom, humility and patience in our quiet time, the Lord blesses us, and our souls remain fresh.
The original German title of the publication is Atempause, and it is produced by the German
Scripture Union. The Hungarian readers get it by translation. I am happy and thankful that I can be a
member of the translating team, with some other members of our church. We are grateful to the Lord
that he led us to this ministry. I wish with a prayerful love that reading the Bible with the aid of
Lélekfrissítő would help all its readers in building their relationship with God.
“Teach me Your way, O Lord; I will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name.” (Psalm
86:11)
Edit Pál Szepessiné
We have been taking part in the translation of Lélekfrissítő and some of the small group Bible
studies for women published by Scripture Union for 3 years now. We do this together as a married
couple, which is a great joy. We have received many blessings through it: the Bible passages, the
personal stories, the honest testimonies spoke to us personally as well. Lélekfrissítő is a beautiful
magazine. Besides the daily passages and notes it is enriched with quotations, articles and gorgeous
photos. We recommend it to anyone, (not just women!). “He restores my soul; He guides me in the
paths of righteousness For His name’s sake.” (Psalm 23:3)
Kinga Halász and Dániel Ötvös

Publishing
Unglued
As you know from our previous newsletter we are working on our latest title:
UNGLUED
Lysa terKreust, the author of the book admits that she, like most women,
has experiences where others bump into her happy and she comes
emotionally unglued. We stuff, we explode, or react somewhere in between.
What do we do with these raw emotions? Is it really possible to make
emotions work for us instead of against us?
Yes! Filled with gut-honest personal examples and biblical teaching, Unglued will equip women to:





Know with confidence how to resolve conflict in our important relationships.
Find peace in our most difficult relationships as we learn to be honest but kind when offended.
Identify what type of reactor we are and how to significantly improve our communication.
Respond with no regrets by managing our tendencies to stuff, explode or react somewhere in
between.
 Gain a deep sense of calm by responding to situations out of our control without acting out of control.
We are planning to publish the book this summer, and the Study Guide+DVD later this year. A huge job,
still a lot to work on, but we hope that God would use this excellent material in many women’s lives, both
individually and in small groups!

Our new team-member: Klára John
I live in Óbuda (Budapest) with my husband, Tomi. God blessed us with a son, who is 16 year old, and
also called Tomi. We go to the Reformed church in Pasarét. I have a degree in Economics, and
Accounting. Since 1993 until last year I was working for German companies in the accounting, finance
and controlling department, in a leadership position. Although I loved my job, recent changes
at the workplace made me ask if my place is still there. We prayed with my husband for
God’s guidance. After 2 very specific changes I knew I had to quit my job. From the outside it
may seem strange that in the current economic climate and in my age I leave my job,
especially without securing another one ahead. But we had peace in this decision.
How did I start to work with Scripture Union Hungary? Due to the increased workload, they
needed an extra pair of hands last winter, so I came in to help a few days occasionally. This
is how I got to know Erzsebet. In January she just called me, if I could work for them once a week, until I
find a new job. I did the interview, and I have been working here one day a week since February.
My main job is handling social media and other general office work. My desire is that we could reach
not only believers, but everyone with the Word of God through our publications and camps.
I do not know what my future holds, but I am certain that the Lord provides.

FUND-RAISING FOR KIDS

Give thanks for...

Every year we have a number  Our new website now in English. Check it out at:
www.szentirasszovetseg.net (English)
of kids who would like to come
to our summer holiday pro-  For all the volunteers who applied for the summer
grammes, but can't afford to
camps so far
pay. So every year we turn to
you for help. It costs approx 50  For our key volunteers (UK and Hungarian alike)
who have been giving us tremendous help in
GBP for one child to participate.
organizing the camps
If you would like to make a donation towards this then
 For our new collegaue Klári
please get in touch with us. We can also put you in
Please pray…
contact with the family of the child who you help.
 For the work on the „Unglued” book
If you would like to support this or our other projects
please get in touch:
 For more summer camp volunteers
Szentírás Szövetség - Scripture Union Hungary
 For all the camp preparations
Office:
Tel/Fax:
e-mail:

1091 Budapest, Kálvin tér 8.
0036-1216-5115
http://szentirasszovetseg.net/
iroda@szentirasszovetseg.net

 That God would raise more people who are willing
to support our ministry.

